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To begin establishing Washington state residency,* you must:

Prove you've lived in the state for 12 consecutive months

Prove you have significant ties to Washington state

Demonstrate financial independence

Provide documentation that shows you’ve met the above requirements
Meet the deadline, which is the 30th day of classes for the term in which you
are seeking residency. So, start right away.

*note: Residency guidelines are set by Washington state law, not WSU



WSU GRADUATE SCHOOL Proof of Domicile
(12 consecutive payments)

Steps to Lease agreements

Mortgage statements

EStainShing Rental receipts

_ . Cancelled checks
Letter from landlord or employer
RESIdency In Bank account statements that
- demonstrate proof
WaShIngton m Get your WA state driver’s license

WA state law requires you to obtain
your license or ID card within 30 days
of your move to Washington
dol.wa.gov/driverslicense
Register to vote
When you get your driver’s license
Online, by mail, or in person
Check on your registration card
Contact county auditor 509-397-6270
Register your vehicle
Required within 30 days of arrival
After you get your driver’s license
Even IF you drive someone else’s car AND
they live out of state
Proof of financial independence




WSU GRADUATE SCHOOL
Registering
Your
Vehicle

Obtain your Washington state driver’s
license

Call the vehicle licensing office to find
out about the fees you need to pay and
the next steps particular to your
situation

Submit your forms and payments

dol.wa/gov/vehiclereqistration/moving.
html

You may get your plates either in person
or by mail (keep in mind, this can take
up to three weeks)

You will also want to set up a license
eXpress account WA State Licensing
(DOL) Official Site: License eXpress
Login to renew your account, update
your address, and more.



https://www.dol.wa/gov/vehicleregistration/moving.html
https://secure.dol.wa.gov/home/
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Financially
Independent

You cannot be claimed as a
dependent on either parent’s
iIncome tax return

You pay at least 51% of the cost
of your attendance

Your federal tax return and your
W2s for the most recent tax year

If you are 24 years old or
younger, you must also provide
the following:

* Copy of your parents’ tax
returns

* Documents verifying your
financially independent
status for current and prior
calendar year

* Income from employment,
financial aid, scholarships,
irrevocable trusts funds,
etc.




WSU GRADUATE SCHOOL

Checklist

AN NN RN

Proof of Domicile

WA state Driver’s License
WA state Voter Registration
Vehicle Registration

Proof of Financial
Independence

https://gradschool.wsu.edu/doc
uments/2015/02/residency-
questionnaire-and-
instructions.pdf/
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FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Permanent residents may qualify if this status was obtained at least 12 months prior to applying for and obtaining
Washington state residency.

Students on the following visa types may also qualify: A, E, G, H-1, K, and L
Submit all documentation except voter registration

Please contact the Graduate School if you need more information
e gradschool.wsu.edu
e gradschool@wsu.edu
e 509-335-6424
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Keep in Mind

Residency policies are set by the state
of Washington (RCW 28B.15)

Non-resident graduate students on
assistantship appointments are eligible
for a non-resident waiver during their
first year.

If residency is not established, students
are responsible for non-resident tuition
after the first academic year.

Failure to pay non-resident tuition can
result in substantial late fees.
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Most Common
Issues

» Have fewer than 12 months of at
least one form of documentation

e Lived part of the yearin
Washington and part of the year
in another state

1

e Difficulty obtaining your parents
tax information

*You were claimed as a dependent,
but are otherwise financially
independent

If you need guidance, please call us!
509-335-6424
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