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Q1 - Why did you apply for admission to Washington State University?(Select all that 
apply)

# Answer % Count

1 I like the location 21.21% 56

2 It offers my program of interest 49.24% 130

3 I was invited by a faculty member to apply 6.82% 18

4 Some of my family/friends attended WSU 7.58% 20

5 I was just curious 8.33% 22

6 Other, please specify: 6.82% 18

Total 100% 264



Q1_6_TEXT - Other, please specify:

Other, please specify:

research interests of faculty

I was interested in the research that one of the PIs were doing and it aligned well with my interests and goals

Victor Villanueva

An important scholar in my field of interest is at WSU

facility cores

I wanted to work with particular members of its comp/rhet faculty

Was realistic option

My reserach interest is in Machine Learning and Robotics. WSU have great faculty and labs working in this field.

google search of "most affordable/best chemE grad schools"

I did my undergrad at WSU.

Some of my professors went there and recommended I apply

I did my undergrad there 

Faculty expertise on my field of interest; laboratory facilities

By recommendations 

I wanted to work with specific professor

Research of faculty matched my own interests

Interest in working with specific advisor

I myself attended WSU as an undergraduate



Q2 - Were you invited to WSU for a campus visit?



Q3 - If yes, which campus visit did you attend?



Q4 - When you were exploring WSU, who did you talk with?(Select all that apply)

# Answer % Count

1 Someone in the Graduate School 23.18% 54

2 Someone in the Department 33.05% 77

3 A faculty member 37.34% 87

4 Other, please specify: 6.44% 15

Total 100% 233

Other, please specify:

Other, please specify:

Other PhD Students and Postdocs

The program coordinator

Other students

Parents

N/a

No one

Current graduate students

Was not able to attend.



grad students

NONE

People in other departments as well

An alumni

Just received a letter

Did not go

I went here for my undergrad, so I didn't really visit, I was already here



Q5 - If you spoke to someone in the Graduate School, what was your experience?



Q6 - If you spoke with someone in a department, what was your experience?

# Answer % Count

1 Very Helpful 62.00% 62

2 Helpful 35.00% 35

3 Not Helpful 3.00% 3

Total 100% 100



Q7 - If you spoke with a faculty member, what was your experience?



Q8 - Since applying to Washington State University, did you learn any new information 
that affected your decision to enroll?



Q9 - If you answered yes, will you share what you learned that made you decide not to 
attend WSU?

If you answered yes, will you share what you learned that made you decide n...

Interviewing with WSU was a wonderful experience.  It only made me more interested in the program.  It was a 
difficult decision choosing between WSU and the school I am attending currently. 
The funding (an assistantship and $1000 fellowship bonus) was just not competitive and the students who were 
applying for jobs when I came to visit are still without positions

Seeing the location gave me insight into what it would be like to live in Pullman

I heard from the students within the program that the faculty were not reasonable or respectful to the students 
and that there have been serious problems with the students and their concerns not being heard by leadership. 

Program flexibility 

A professor in another university better suit my interests.

Program didn't offer funding

I was selected to receive a fellowship at a different institution I had applied to

I was accepted to other graduate schools, as well as I received multiple job offers coming out of school.

No funding for Masters students in the department

Its hard to explain; my family situation--the smallness of Pullman and limited employment opportunities there--
were a major issue. 

Accepted elsewhere

Funds/Cost

None of the research was what I was looking fod

The main reason that I did not attend WSU is I personally prefer a larger city for my graduate study. In addition to 
that, though I like the research of WSU on what I have been doing for my undergrad research, I still want to 
explore more possibilities in other areas.

No assistantship 

greater funding at a different instution

Lack of substantial scholarships

I have a background in both sociology and genetics, and I found out Sam Houston State University (where I was 
also accepted) had recently started its own biosocial research lab

Other school had better reputation.

A job offer that allowed me to support family members

I was accepted into a program that has a larger department.

International Masters students are not considered for financial assistance

Quite frankly, WSU was not at the top of my list when I first applied. After meeting with Dr. Jean-Sabin McEwin and
the ChemE staff, that changed abruptly. It became one of the top two choices, competitive with my offer to Penn 
State. Ultimately a decision had to be made, and I chose another school, but with it was an agonizing decision that
I still think about often. This effected my decision to enroll in that it made it challenging to pick from other schools 



after learning how great the WSU program is.

Upon acceptance in to the sport management program, I was told that I would be required to take two 
undergraduate level courses before I would be allowed to begin graduate level classes. This was disappointing to 
learn. I did not know that was a situation that could occur as it was never mentioned anywhere in the application 
process or on the grad school website or the sport management website. I immediately stopped considering the 
WSU Sport Management program. 

The amount of funding offered

My wife was offered a faculty position at another university that I had also applied to.  I had been admitted there 
also.  

no

I learned more about the campus I would be at, and that it would have been quite isolated

I am an international student and applyed for ms cs program i was given an i-20 indicating full funding but when i 
contacted the grad school i was told i didnt get funding because of this situation i found it hard to trust and attend 
wsu

I decided to attend school somewhere else. 

There were complications re: my previous Master's degree. I was under the impression that I would not have to 
repeat master's coursework even though I came in with a MA degree from another discipline.

I got an offer that aligned better with my interests. I was also a bit hesitant about the location.

I received admission to a better program that offers full funding

Admitted to another program 

I found other schools have the program I am interested in

More about the specifics of the program

Was awarded a Fulbright to do research in Germany for ten months

State of UNI. location is so important for finding a job.

Heavy in Applied Mathematics, seemed to emphasize less pure mathematics areas

I got a better admission offer

I got accepted to the Colorado school or public health, which was more up my alley - and I didn't want to do my 
masters and undergrad in the same place without an assistantship when I had other offers

Funding seemed like an issue especially for the summer term.

Received other offers.

Lack of financial support.

Was offered funding elsewhere 

I was accepted to other universities. 

Offered assistantship elsewhere



Q10 - Were you offered an assistantship at Washington State University?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 61.18% 93

2 No 38.82% 59

Total 100% 152



Q11 - Can you tell us why you did not enroll at Washington State University?(Select all 
that apply)



Q11_6_TEXT - Other, please specify:

Other, please specify:

Wanted to be closer to home

Funding not competitive

It was recommended I look elsewhere. 

Family emergency,deferred for a year 

Another University offered a higher financial assistance

I had to apply to graduate assistantships.  The program didn't offer TA package

I'm currently working at a consulting civil engineering firm.

I love Victor, Kristin Arola, and others.  If I had been a single guy in his 20s, I may have been there.  But I am a man 
in his late 30s with a family.  Pullman's limited employment opportunities for my family were the biggest issue.  I 
chose a good school where the city was large enough to offer opportunity.

Working a year. 

I wanted to attend, but my mother had a brain stroke and I wanted to accept the offer and differ it for one term or 
year. However it was not possible to differ the offer, so I decided to not attend and apply again. I am really excited 
about WSU, and I wish it had a deferral option at the time.

Financial offer was less at WSU



Spouse's job change lead me to change the location hence could not join WSU

I already completed my 1st yr of Grad School  and had to take a medical leave of absence, not sure of when I could
return. Had to apply again to begin my 2nd yr but unfortunately my medical leave is on-going at this time. My 
hope is to enroll again for the fall of 2017.

There were other options that I felt better suited my research interests

visa issues

The stipend is really small. When grad students are on food stamps, WSU should increase their pay. It's only 
ethical.

I had to help my family

I decided to pursue a different degree program not offered by WSU

I deferred admission for one year for financial reasons

Upon acceptance in to the sport management program, I was told that I would be required to take two 
undergraduate level courses before I would be allowed to begin graduate level classes. This was disappointing to 
learn. I did not know that was a situation that could occur as it was never mentioned anywhere in the application 
process or on the grad school website or the sport management website. I immediately stopped considering the 
WSU Sport Management program. 

I joined the Peace Corps instead of going to graduate school straight out of my undergraduate.

See above.  My wife was offered a faculty position at another university, where I was also admitted as a student.

I did not think it would be a good fit (too isolated at the wine campus)

I was not offered any funding

WSU was very slow processing paperwork and answering questions. 

The program was not flexible enough to accomidate my academic history. I already had an MA but the program 
wanted me to repeat coursework equivilent to earning an MA during my PhD studies.
I made changes in my bachelor degree plan that delayed my graduation for one more semester. Therefore, i could 
not attend WSU for the semester I was admitted in because I have not gradtuated yet.
I visited three different institutions and I didn't feel like the department at WSU was where I belonged. Was a great
program but it didn't feel like as good of a fit as a different institution did.

Other school was more affordable and wsu does not participate in wiche

I was offered a fellowship and substantially more money at another school

Fulbright Scholarship from U.S. Department of State

I would have applied to WSU, but my current establishment was closer to me. You have a great program!

Lack of funding

Didn't find an assistantship

I opted to study public health

I could not stay in Pullman for the two years required to complete the program

The facility member I wanted to work with was not responsive

Deferred application to later year for personal reasons

I was interested in a non-traditional PhD program that the University of Montana offered. 



Better options for my spouse at other location



Q12 - If you applied to another university, what was your decision based upon?(Select all 
that apply)

Other, please specify:



Other, please specify:

slightly better research alignment

None

Research interests

attended there for undergrad

department had slightly more established researchers in the exact field I wished to work in, also PI had more NIH 
funding

Grants

Reputation

People

Research interest fittedness.

Other institution had a much better package for graduate students. I love WSU's faculty, and the program is nice. I 
just think it needs to be more competitive.
My assistantship at WSU was based on TAing, and combining TAing with a full course load and dissertation work 
had me worried for my time management. The university I enrolled in offered me a fellowship so I could work and 
do classes and then TA when I feel I have the time needed to dedicate to it.

The University of Iowa contacted me first and had a deadline of before WSU even told me I had been accepted

My current university had a more personable staff and better reputation

See above.

Campus life.

Research interests better aligned with a faculty member at another school.

Familiarity with campus and faculty

Fellowship, Ranking

Gut feeling

and Assistantship

Ability to complete the program remotely via online classes

Seemed like a better fit for my family

GA

Dual career relationship

Stipend Amount



Q13 - What university did you decide to enroll in?

What university did you decide to enroll in?

University of Kentucky

University of Hawaii at Manoa

American University

University of Delaware

Seattle University

Emory University

Ferkauf Graduate School of Psychology at Yeshiva University

University of Alaska 

University of Rochester

The Ohio State University

Clemson university

University of Tennessee

University of Arizona

Case Western Reserve University

Iowa State University

University of Oregon

UC Davis

Oregon State University

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

WSU in fall 2017

UC Davis

University of Florida

Colorado State University

Marquette

Cal Poly

Rutgers university

University of Illinois Urbana champaign 

NA



University of Oregon

University of Washington 

Ohio State University

McGill

University of Maryland School of Medicine, Graduate Program in Life Sciences, Neuroscience

Purdue University

UC Santa Barbara

North Carolina State University

University of Kansas

Purdue University 

wilfrid laurier university

Miami University (OH)

Texas A&M

The University of Missouri

University of Virginia

University of Kansas 

University of Wyoming

Sam Houston State University

University of Wisconsin Madison

OHSU

University of Iowa, Iowa City

Boise state

None, am working

NYU

University of Georgia

The Ohio State University

City University of Seattle

Sam Houston State University

Penn State

University of Utah

University of Pennsylvania 

NU



Texas A&M University

none

I chose not to enroll this year.

University of Hawaii, Manoa

Oregon State University

University at Buffalo

the University of Wisconsin

None yet, waiting to hear back for Spring semester

UCSB

University of Washington

West Virginia Univeristy

Florida State

Csu sacramento

Cornell University

NCSU

University of Arizona

University of Kansas

University of Utah 

Georgia Institute of Technology

University of Kentucky 

University of Nevada-Las Vegas

University of Minnesota

University of Pittsburgh 

University of Texas at Austin

UC Riverside

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

University of Michigan

Oregon state University

Texas Tech University

University of Washington, Seattle

UC Davis

Newcastle University



University of northern colorado

University of Tennessee

Michigan State University

University of Wyoming

Seton Hall University 

None

University of California riverside

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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Q14 - After you applied for admission  to WSU, what correspondence did you receive?

# Question Yes No Total

1 Email 99.34% 150 0.66% 1 151

2 Letter with brochures 81.95% 109 18.05% 24 133

3 Phone call 40.34% 48 59.66% 71 119



Q15 - Would you have preferred more or less correspondence from WSU?

# Answer % Count

1 More 82.79% 101

2 Less 17.21% 21

Total 100% 122



Q16 - Do you feel that WSU did everything possible to provide you with the information 
you needed to enroll?

# Answer % Count

1 Yes 74.34% 113

2 No 25.66% 39

Total 100% 152



Q17 - If you answered "No", what more do you feel that WSU could have done to help 
you decide to attend?(Select all that apply)

# Answer % Count

1 Sent me more information 14.63% 12

2 Answered my questions better 13.41% 11

3 Made me feel more welcome 18.29% 15

4 Provided me with more financial assistance 41.46% 34

5 Other please specify: 12.20% 10

Total 100% 82

Q17_5_TEXT - Other please specify:

Other please specify:

I would have liked there to have been another time that I could have come out and visited with financial aid. The 
only weekend you were bringing people out was a specific weekend which I could not attend, and thus, I could 
never make a definitive decision if I wanted to be there. 
I have sent several email regarding to my admission material such as admission brochure but never get any 
response.



Have a way for prospective students to talk to current students 

Not be so far from civilization 

quicker turnaround

WSU should have provided more information about the cost of attendance

Sent my acceptance letter sooner than a week before needing to reply back

Camus visit to meet faculty, current graduate students, familiarize myself with campus and city

n/a

I would have liked a complimentary visit



Q18 - Contact Informat on (DELETED)





Q9 - Topics

Answer % Count

Unknown 100.00% 12

Total 100% 12


