2017-18 Proposed Changes to the Graduate School Policies and Procedures Manual
	CHAPTER-SECTION
	OLD POLICY
	POLICY CHANGE OR 
NEW POLICY
	COMMENTS/RATIONALE



	Chapter 1
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

	Chapter 2
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices

	Chapter 2, Section B.1 
	Six credits taken as an NADC student could apply toward a thesis master’s degree; nine toward a non-thesis or doctoral degree.
	A maximum of twelve (12) hours of graduate course work (500-level) with grades of “B” or higher earned under NADC classification may be used on the program of study if approved by the committee and the program.

For 300 and/or 400-level course work with grades of “B” or higher earned under NADC classification, a maximum of six (6) hours for a thesis master’s or nine (9) for a non-thesis master’s and doctoral degree may be applied to graduate degree requirements on the program of study if approved by the committee and the program.


	With this policy change, students will be able to use more NADC course work toward a graduate degree

This policy change is also found in Chapter 4, Admissions, and Chapter 6, Academic Requirements.

	Chapter 2, Section B.3 
	Six credits taken as a non-degree graduate student could apply toward a graduate degree.
	A maximum of twelve (12) hours of graduate course work (500-level) with grades of “B” or higher earned under the non-degree graduate classification may be used on the program of study if approved by the committee and the program.

For 300 and/or 400-level course work with grades of “B” or higher earned under the non-degree graduate classification, a maximum of six (6) hours for a thesis master’s or nine (9) for a non-thesis master’s and doctoral degree may be applied to graduate degree requirements on the program of study if approved by the committee and the program.

	With this policy change, the non-degree graduate classification is aligned with the NADC classification regarding number of credits that can be used toward a graduate degree.

This policy change is also found in Chapter 4, Admissions, and Chapter 6, Academic Requirements.

	Chapter 2, Section D.
	Policy for visiting international graduate students and reciprocal exchange graduate students
	Deleted reciprocal exchange graduate students and information related to WSU education abroad.  
	There is no active reciprocal exchange program for graduate students (there may have been one many years ago).  Currently any exchange programs for graduate students are approved by the Graduate School, International Programs and the Provost’s Office via special international agreements with the partner university.

	Chapter 3
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

	Chapter 3, Section B.
	Graduate Programs at Multiple campuses
	Language was inserted that describes three options for graduate students to engage in graduate education at locations that do not offer formal degrees.
	(From Multi-campus Taskforce)

	Chapter 3, Section E.
	
	Capstone Course policy added for programs that use a capstone course in place of 701 or 702 credits:
· The capstone course(s) should not be taken until at least half of the required graded credits for the degree have been successfully completed.
· The capstone course should integrate the program’s learning outcomes and include a means of assessing whether students demonstrate proficiency in these areas.
· The capstone course should include a project that represents a major component of the course.   Team capstone projects should include a rubric or clearly defined means for the assessment of the contribution of individual students.  
· Capstone courses should be graded S/F; if letter grades are assigned, students must earn a “B” or higher in all graded capstone courses in order to complete the degree. If a student receives a grade less than a “B”, the department can petition the Graduate School for an exception to policy to allow the student to repeat the course one final time. 
	New capstone course policy, as recommended by GSC.




	Chapter 4
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.


	Chapter 4, Section C.1 and 2: Section J.1 and 2. 

Section C. 5
	
	New NADC and Non-degree policies


Reciprocal Exchange Graduate Student language deleted
	NADC and Non-Degree policy changes as noted above in Ch. 2 are included in Ch. 4.

Reciprocal Exchange Graduate Student language as deleted above in Ch. 2 is also deleted in Ch. 4. 

	Chapter 4, Section E.14
	
	Neuroscience Program was added to the STARS early admission policy.
	

	Chapter 5 
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

Health Insurance policy language may change due to ACA requirements.

	Chapter 6
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.


	Chapter 6, Section H. 
	All students must submit a 100% cotton fiber paper copy of the title page, abstract page, and signature page signed in black ink by all committee members. Cotton paper is necessary for archiving purposes.

	All students must submit a 100% cotton fiber paper copy of the title page, abstract page, and signature page signed in black or blue ink by all committee members. Cotton paper is necessary for archiving purposes.

	This new policy change adds blue ink to what is allowable for the archived pages of the thesis/dissertation.  This change is OK with Library archives; however, cotton paper (acid-free paper) is still required.


	Chapter 7
	
	
	Policies were reorganized for better flow.

Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

	Chapter 7, Section D.3
	No old policy
	Taking More than One Examination During the Same Semester
A student may take a final examination for a thesis master’s degree during the same semester that he/she takes the preliminary or final doctoral examination, if the degrees are from different disciplines, and the student has the approval of the both faculty advisory committees and program chairs/directors.  The same procedures and policies apply for scheduling the second examination, and the student will have to apply for graduation for both degrees and pay the $50 fee for each application, if both examinations are finals. 

If the student is defending both a thesis master’s degree and a doctoral degree, the examinations must be scheduled on separate days, with a minimum of three weeks (15 calendar days) in between the examinations (there will be no exceptions to this policy).  This period includes time for completion and full submission of the thesis, as well as announcing the doctoral exam.  If the thesis master’s degree is in the same discipline as the doctoral degree, the student may not take the exams in the same semester and student must defend the master’s degree before defending the doctoral degree.  If the discipline is different, the student may defend the doctoral degree first.  

	New policy on taking more than one exam during the same semester for students in dual master’s degree programs, or a master’s and doctoral program.

	Chapter 8
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

	Chapter 8, Section C.7
	Second Doctoral Degree
	If the student has taken the first doctoral degree at WSU, the student must take a minimum of 15 core graded credits toward the second degree; none of the research credits from the first degree may count toward the second degree.
	Clarification was added regarding the minimum requirements for a second doctoral degree at WSU. This is current practice.

	Chapter 9
	
	Definitions of TA, RA and SA were updated and other edits were made (for example, “salary” was changed to “stipend”) to align with FLSA guidelines.
	Policy was reviewed by AG’s Office to be in compliance with new FLSA guidelines implemented summer 2016. Language changes implemented immediately due to FLSA guidelines.  All FLSA changes and clarifications are highlighted in yellow and were made in August.

 Policy language regarding health benefits may change with ACA requirements.

	Chapter 9
	
	“Continuation of an assistantship is contingent upon satisfactory academic performance as determined by satisfactory annual reviews, maintaining the minimum GPA required by the program (as stated in the program handbook and/or offer letter), and satisfactory progress in research (no Unsatisfactory grades).”
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Language was added to clarify reappointment policy (section F.3) based on current Graduate School/Program practices. 

	Chapter 9, Section A
	Visiting graduate students (VGS and VIGS) are eligible for assistantships
	Deleted—will review on a case-by-case basis
	Old policy, and it conflicts with current policy that non-degree students are not eligible for assistantships.

	Chapter 10
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

	Chapter 12,  Graduate Student Rights and Responsibilities 
	
	
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

	Chapter 14
	
	“Professional” master’s program language was changed to “professionally oriented” master’s program
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.

	Chapter 14, Section B.1
	Capstone course was required to be graded S/F
	Capstone course can be graded S/F or letter graded to provide program with more flexibility.
	Language was clarified and/or updated throughout to reflect current strategic direction, changes in processes due to administrative/new technical structures, and current Graduate School/Program practices.
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