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‘Major Curricular Change Request

PhD in Geology

The School of the Environment requests a reduction of the minimum of graded-course
credits required for the Ph.D. in Geology, effective Fall 2012, policy also to be applied to
current students who have not filed a program of study by Fall 2012. We request that the
minimum number of graded credits be reduced from the current 34 to 15 for incoming
students who possess a M.S. degree, and from 34 to 27 credits for students without a
M.S. degree. The justification for these changes is as follows:

Consistency with Graduate School policy and increasing numbers of schools and
departments across WSU.

Our faculty, and the research they conduct, are now far more disciplinarily diverse
than in the past, consequently an approach in which Ph.D. students choose a
narrowly-defined area of specialization (see existing program requirements
below) no longer fills our needs. Also, the Geology catalog has been streamlined
since the current program requirements were implemented and many courses
eliminated. Adoption of the 15 credit minimum will give us the flexibility to tune
each Ph.D. student’s training to their needs and interests, and to maintain and
grow the increasingly interdisciplinary flavor of our research endeavors.

Most of our incoming Ph.D. students already possess a M.S. degree in Geology or
a closely allied discipline, and have received most of the formal instruction that
they need to succeed in research. Our Ph.D. degree is primarily a research degree,
in which research experience, and mentoring by the advisor and committee, are
paramount. In the past we have had situations where students have taken courses
not because they or their committees considered it desirable, but solely to fulfil
the 34-credit requirement. Obviously, this impacts the time that students can
devote to research and negatively affects time-to-graduation.

Exceptionally able students can be admitted directly to the Ph.D. program with a
B.S. degree. We anticipate that they will have received little or no formal course
instruction at the 500-level, hence the differential (27 credits vs. 15 credits)
between these students and those who have gained a M.S. degree.

The then-SEES (School of Earth and Environmental Sciences, incorporated into
the School of the Environment as of Jan. 1, 2012) faculty discussed this issue
during 2010-2011 and near-unanimously voted to adopt these requirements.



Students whose native langauage is other than English must pass the English
Proificiency Exam.
T i chemi b ] he WSL 300 level

Geology Ph.D. candidates must enroll in Geol 598 (Seminar) a minimum of 2
semesters. Both preliminary and final exams will be required to test the candidate's
knowledge of geology with emphasis on the work presented in the dissertation and
general fields of knowledge pertinent to the degree.

Students will develop a program of coursework fulfilling these requirements in
consultation with their major advisor and dissertation committee.

Students must pass a preliminary examination designed to measure their
qualifications to pursue a doctoral degree.
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