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Rationale for Requesting Number Change from Soc 522 to Soc 526

Sociology currently offers a catch-all advanced methods course (522). The content of this course
varies and frequently includes courses in advanced statistical analysis. We also offer two specific
advanced methods courses — qualitative methods (523) and a survey methods (525). Historically,
the department has regularly offered experimental methods, but it has been taught under the 522
number. In order to be consistent with the numbering for qualitative and survey methods, we

would like to give experimental methods its own number in the advanced methods sequence
(526).

This change will not change the frequency with which experimental methods is taught and will
have no impact on department curriculum or teaching loads. It simply makes the course
numbering for experimental methods consistent with that of survey and qualitative methods and
will make more clear for anyone looking at our course schedule what the content of the course is
(something that is difficult to do with the 522 designation). This will make students’ course
records more clear. It will also make the course more accessible to students from other
departments that might be interested in a course in experimental methods. (Note that this course
is designed to assume that students are not psychologists or social psychologists, but rather social
scientists with substantive interests who wish to add experimental methods to their toolkit of -
methods that they can use to answer questions they are interested in.)

Impact on Other Units
This change will provide clearer information to other units (such as political science and criminal

justice) about an experimental methods course that may be of interest to their students. Other
than that it should have no impact on other units in Pullman or other branches.




Sociology 526

Experimental Methods
Christine Horne Course time: M, 2:10-5:00
248 Wilson-Short Hall Course location: 201 Wilson-Short Hall
Office hours: W 12:00-1:00 Course credit: 3 hours
Email: chorne@wsu.edu ;
Telephone: 335-3912
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will learn to design experiments that test causal theories. We will discuss what
experiments are, why one might want to use an experiment, and what one can learn from
experiments. We will also address issues related to developing experiments (including
experimental design and analysis, settings, manipulations, and measures) and running
experiments (including issues related to human subjects).

Each week students will be responsible for assigned readings. Throughout the semester you will
also complete group assignments on various aspects of experiment development. The readings in
conjunction with these assignments will provide the basis for class discussion. The group
assignments and class discussion of these assignments will help you understand the issues to be
considered in developing experiments.

Students will also complete individual assignments that build on knowledge gained from the
group assignments, readings, and class discussions. Individual assignments are designed to help
you develop an experiment that will answer a research question in which you are personally
interested. These individual assignments will cuamulate to produce a research proposal at the end
of the semester. That is, by the end of the semester, you should have developed an experiment
that you can actually run and that will contribute to your research program.

Course Learning Objectives:

Students will be able to develop an experimental framework, manipulations, and measures that
- will appropriately test theoretically driven causal hypotheses (Critical and Creative Thinking).

Students will be able to constructively use feedback to improve their experimental designs
(Critical and Creative Thinking).

Students will be able to use experimental methodology to address substantive and theoretically
questions (Scientific Literacy).

Students will be able to describe their experimental designs in writing in a professional manner
1



(Communication).
READINGS

Webster, Murray, Jr., and Jane Sell, eds. 2007. Laboratory Experiments in the Social Sciences.
New York: Elsevier.

Required articles Will be made available.

Readings/assignments may be adjusted during the semester.

COURSE OUTLINE

The Logic and Purpose of Experiments

1/10  What can I study using experiments?

Readings:

Henrich et al. 2005. ““Economic Man’ in Cross-Cultural Perspective: Behavioral
Experiments in 15 Small-Scale Societies.” Behavioral and Brain Sciences 28:795-815.

Bring questions to class that you are interested in and that you think cannot be answered
using an experiment.

1/17 No class

1/24 'Why do experiments? Causal Relations

Readings:

Webster & Sell, ch 3

Manza, Jeff and Christopher Uggen. 2006. Excerpt from Locked Qut: Felon
Disenfranchisement and American Democracy. NY: Oxford University Press.

Sherman, Lawrence W. and Richard A. Berk. 1984. “The Specific Deterrent Effects of
Arrest for Domestic Assault.”” American Sociological Review 49(2):261-272.

Assignments

Group Assignment 1



1/31

2/7

Individual Assignment 1

Why do experiments? Causal Mechanisms

Readings:

Hedstrom, Peter. 2005. Excerpt from Dissecting the Social: On the Principles of
Analytical Sociology. Cambridge University Press.

Pager, Devah. 2003. “The Mark of a Criminal Record.” American Journal of Sociology
108(5):937-975.

Horne, Christine. 2001. “The Enforcement of Norms: Group Cohesion and Metanorms.”
Social Psychology Quarterly 64(3):253-266.

Assignments:

Group Assignment 2
Individual Assignment 2

What about external validity?

Readings:

Zelditch, Mortis, Jr. 1979. “Can You Really Study an Army in the Laboratory?” Pp. 528-
39 in 4 Sociological Reader on Complex Organizations, edited by A. Etzioni. NY: Holt,
Rinehart, and Winston.

Lucas, Jeffrey. 2003. “Theory-Testing, Generalization, and the Problem of External
Validity.” Sociological Theory 21: 236-253.

Lovaglia et al. 1998. “Status Processes and Mental Ability Test Scores.” American
Journal of Sociology 104(1):195-228.

Shariff, Azim F. and Ara Norenzayan. 2007. “God Is Watching You: Priming God
Concepts Increases Prosocial Behavior in an Anonymous Economic Game.”
Psychological Science 18(9): 803-809.

Duflo, Esther, Rema Hanna, and Stephen P. Ryan. 2010. “Incentives Work: Getting
Teachers to Come to School.” http://econ-www.mit.edu/faculty/eduflo/papers (Retrieved
December 10, 2010)

Aésignments:



Group Assignment 3
Individual Assignment 3

Designing and Conducting Experiments

2/14  Settings

Readings:

Webster and Sell. Ch. 14

Pugh, M.D. and Ralph Wahrman. 1983. “Neutralizing Sexism in Mixed-Sex Groups: Do
Women Have to Be Better than Men?”” American Journal of Sociology 88(4):746-762.

Correll, Shelley J., Stephen Benard, and In Paik. 2007. “Getting a Job: Is There a
Motherhood Penalty?” American Journal of Sociology 112(5):1297-1338.

Ayres, Tan. 1991. “Fair Driving: Gender and Race Discrimination in Retail Car
Negotiations.” Harvard Law Review 104:817-872.

Beaman, Lori, Raghabendra Chattopadhyay, Esther Duflo, Rohini Pande, and Petia
Topalova. 2008. “Powerful Women: Does Exposure Reduce Bias?” http://econ-
www.mit.edu/faculty/eduflo/papers (Retrieved December 7, 2010) '

Assignments:

Group Assignment 4
2/21 No class
2/28  Settings, cont’d

For this class we will meet in the lab so that you can participate in some experiments and
get a sense of the range of settings/manipulations that are possible. I will also introduce
you to Medialab and Inquisit — two software tools that can facilitate creating your own
experiments.

3/7  Manipulations and Measures

Readings:

Webster & Sell, ch 5
Webster & Sell, ch 9
Webster & Sell, ch 7



Assignments:
Group Assignment 5

Individual Assignment 4/5
3/14  Spring Break

3/21 Experimental Design and Analysis

Readings:
Keppel, pp. 18-20
TBD

Assignments:

Group Assignment 6
Individual Assignment 6

3/28 Resources/Getting Money/Writing Proposals
Readings:
Webster & Sell, ch. 8

4/4 issues Related to Human Subjects (1)
Readings:
Webster & Sell, ch 6

Sell, Jane. 2008. “Introduction to the Deception Debate.” Social Psychology Quarterly
71(3):213-214.

Cook, Karen & Toshio Yamagishi. 2008. “A Defense of Deception on Scientific
Grounds.” Social Psychology Quarterly 71(3):215-221.

Hertwig, Ralph & Andreas Ortmann. 2008. “Deception in Social Psychological
Experiments: Two Misconceptions and a Research Agenda.” Social Psychology

Quarterly 71(3):222-227.

Herrmann, Benedikt. 2008. “Antisocial Punishment across Societies.” Science 319:1362-
1367.

Younts, C. Wesley. 2008. “Status, Endorsement, and the Legitimacy of Deviance.” Social
Forces 87(1):561-590.

Group Assignment 7



4/11 Issues Related to Human Subjects (2)

Readings:

Webster & Sell, ch 10
Webster & Sell, ch 12

4/18 Presentations in class
4/25 Presentations in class

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Group Assignments (20% of final grade) and Class Participation (20% of final grade):
There will be six group assignments over the course of the semester (each contributing equally to
your grade). You will work on group assignments in groups of three. Group assignments should
be less than one single-spaced page. They should be emailed to me and all class members by 8:00
am Monday on the week they are due. All class members should read the assignment submitted
by the other group and be prepared to discuss the assignments in class. In addition, all class
members should read the assigned material and come to class prepared to discuss it. If you are
unable to attend class because you are sick or have an emergency, please notify me ahead of time
so that we can work out a way for you to make up the material.

Individual Assignments (20% of final grade) and Final Project (40% of final grade)

There will be six individual assignments over the course of the semester (each contributing
equally to your grade). These will parallel the group assignments. That is, they address the same
issue, but focus on your own research interests instead of an assigned substantive topic.
Individual assignments should be emailed to me by noon on Wednesday of the week that they are
due. T will provide feedback on these assignments by the end of the week so that you can revise
and improve them. Each time that you turn in an individual assignment, you should turn in the
revised assignments from previous weeks. Your final project will build on these earlier
individual assignments and should reflect revisions made over the course of the semester. You
will produce a research proposal that includes a description of hypotheses, experimental design,
subjects and procedures, experimental manipulations, dependent measures, other measures, and
statistical analyses that will be used to analyze the data.

Grading Scale for Assignments and Course

A 93-100
A- 90-93
B+ 87-89
B 83-86
B- 80-82
C+ 78-79
C 73-76



C- 70-72
D+ 67-69
D 60-66
F <60
OTHER ISSUES
Academic Integrity

Individual assignments must be the student’s own work. Students who plagiarize or cheat in any
way will fail the course. For information about WSU’s academic integrity policy go to:
http://www.conduct.wsu.edu and http://Www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/plagiarism/main.html.

Students with Disabilities

Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. If you have
a disability and may need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please visit the Acces
Center (Washington Building, Room 217) to schedule an appointment with the Access Advisor.
All accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center.

Safety
WSU is committed to maintaining a safe environment. For information on the Campus Safety

Plan, go to http:/safetyplan.wsu.edu. For information on emergency management go to
http://oem.wsu.edw/Emergencies. The WSU ALERT site can be found at http:/alert.wsu.edu.
Please visit these sites and familiarize yourself with the information provided.




