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Autism Spectrum Disorder

SHS 545

Instructor: Teresa A. Cardon, PhD CCC-SLP

Day/Time: Tuesday 1:00-2:50

Room:

Email: Teresa.cardon@wsu.edu

Office Location: 125U

Office Phone: 358-7590

Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 12:00-1:00 or by appointment

*The instructor reserves the right to modify and change this syllabus at any time. Any changes
and/or modifications will be discussed in class and an updated syllabus will be posted on
Blackboard. Thank you for your understanding. :

Required Readings

Readings are listed below. A link to online content appears below if applicable. For some
' readings, a PDF will be posted on Blackboard.

Method of Instruction
Discussion, Presentations, & Practice
Course Overview

The purpose of this course is to provide students with an overview of the characteristics of
students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). The course will include a discussion of the
definition, etiology, and characteristics of ASD. Students will be introduced to current research
regarding identification, diagnosis, intervention, and educational programming for this
population. After completing this course, the student will be able to:
1. Describe the characteristics of children with ASD.
2. ldentify and describe the American Speech Language and Hearing Association
guidelines for assessment and intervention for children with ASD
3. ldentify and describe the empirically-validated approaches available for:
a. Teaching communication skills to children with autism
b. Facilitating social interactions for children with autism
c. Providing behavior supports for children with autism
4. Describe recommended practices for promoting competence in all developmental
domains for children with autism ,
5. Identify, summarize and discuss current research relevant to children with ASD
6. Identify different types of Single Case Design that may be utilized when conducting
autism research or when working with children on the autism spectrum.



Course Requirements

In order to meet the course objectives, students must complete the following activities and
assignments:

Assignments - You are responsible for the assigned Outlines and Reflection Papers.
Assignments will be outlined in the syllabus and posted on Blackboard. Assignments are due at
the start of class (please upload them to Blackboard by class time!) the week after they are
assigned unless otherwise stated!

1.

Exams/Quizzes — There will be two exams (similar to a mid-term and a final although
they may not be given at the mid-point and end-point of the class — see below). The
exams may contain short answer, multiple choice, and true/false questions. The exams
will cover content from the homework materials and class lectures.
Final Intervention Presentation — Each group will be responsible for presenting
information on one autism intervention. Presentations must also be submitted for a
grade and should include:
i.  Description of the intervention (hint: youtube clips are fabulous!)
ii. Discussion of the most current research available (is there an evidence
base, what type of research has been done, is it peer reviewed, etc.)
iii. Pros and cons of the intervention approach
iv. Who the intervention is appropriate for?
v. Who is qualified to provide the intervention and what does it take to
become qualified? Is it expensive? Is it exclusive?
vi. Where the intervention should take place (home, center, school, etc.)?
vii. How is this intervention supposed to help the child/family, is it practical,
what is it supposed to impact in there every day lives?
viii. A minimum of 5 References — APA style - to support your findings
ix. FACT sheet: One page, front and back, that provides the relevant
information discussing the intervention you have chosen. All of the above
elements should be highlighted on your fact sheet.
Presentations should be in PowerPoint format and approximately 20 minutes in length.
Be prepared to discuss your presentation with me and the rest of the class.
(NOTE. You will have the opportunity to assess the performance of all members in.
your group to ensure that everyone’s participation and work ethic is fairly
represented.)

Grading Summary

Exam #1 50 pts
Exam #2 50 pts
Intervention Presentation 50 pts
Fact Sheet 10 pts
Reflection Papers 25 pts

Outlines 15 pts



Class Sessions

CLASS | DATE CLASS TOPIC ASSIGNED READING
1 8/23 Syllabus and Course
8/24 Overview
Myths
History of Autism
DSM IV '
2 8/30 Introduction to Autism PBS Autism Now: Part 1-2
: 8/31 Associated Factors http://www.pbs.org/newshour/news/autism/
Causes Reflection Paper (5pts)
Theory of Mind
3 9/6 Early Identification PBS Autism Now: Part 3-4
9/7 http://www.pbs.org/newshour/news/autism/
Reflection Paper (5pts)
4 9/13 Autism Diagnostic
9/14 Instruments
5 9/20 ASHA Guidelines ASHA Autism Guidelines (2006)
9/21 Communication Guideline Outline (10 pts)
Development Link below
6 9127 Communication Temple Grandin Movie —
9/28 Development Reflection Paper (10pts — 2 pages! To give
(Cont.) everyone time to view the movie — this isn’t due
until 10/26)
7 10/4 = | Exam #1
10/5
8 10/11 The science of Applied
10/12 Behavior Analysis as it
pertains to Autism : :
9 10/18 Single — Case Design Required Reading: Cardon & Azuma (2011)
10/19 (SCD) Research Article Outline (5pts) )
Link below
APA References DUE
10 -1 10/25 Social Development & Solomon, A. (2008; posted on Blackboard)
10/26 Social Skills Reflection Paper (5pts)
11 11/1 Social Skills Cont’
: 11/2 :




12 | 11/8 Visual Supports
11/9 FACT SHEETS DUE

(10pts)
13 11/15 Exam #2
11/16
14 111722 No Class — Thanksglvmg
11/23 Holiday
15 11/29 Intervention PowerPoint presentations are due on the day
11/30 Presentations of your presentation
16 | 12/6 Intervention
12/7 Presentations
17 Final’s Intervention
Day Presentations
Session 5 -

ASHA Guidelines - Principles for Speech-Language Pathologists in Diagnosis, Assessment,
and Treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorders Across the Life Span
http://www.asha.org/docs/html/TR2006-00143.htm!

Session 9 -

Cardon, T. A. & Azuma, T. (2011, June 07). Deciphering Single-Subject Research Design and
Autism Spectrum Disorders. The ASHA Leader.

~ http://www.asha.org/Publications/leader/2011/110607/Deciphering-Single-Subject-Research-
Design-and-Autism-Spectrum-Disorders.htm

Session 10 -
Solomon, A. (2008). The Autism Rights Movement. New York, June 2, 2008, 30-35, 108 109.
(Posted on Blackboard)

Additional Readings: _
These are great articles and a link to a fabulous resource. They are “extra” and not required.
They may be helpful for your intervention project!

D'yches, T., Wilder, L., Sudweeks, R., Obiakor, F., Algozzine, B. (2004). Multicultural issues in
autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 34(2), 211-222.

Warren, A. McPheeters, M., Sathe, N., Foss-Feig, J., Glasser, A. Veenstra-VanderWeele, 'J .
(2011) A systematic review of early intensive intervention for autism spectrum disorders.
Pediatrics, 127(5) 1301-1311.




Online - non-required text book: National Research Council (2001). Educating Children with
Autism. Committee on Educational Interventions for Children with Autism. Washington, DC:
National Academy Press. http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?isbn=0309072697

Class Expectations
1. Attendance Policy - Please be aware that attendance is important to get information that you

will need for exams and your presentation. If you are going to be absent please let me know in
advance via e-mail or phone message.

2. Late Assignment Policy — If you turn in an assignment late, your grade will be reduced by
10% every day the assignment is late. If you know you are going to miss a session when an
assngnment is due — be sure to upload your assignment to Blackboard ahead of time!

3. Make-up Exam Policy — Make-up exams will be offered only in extreme cnrcumstances and
must be discussed with me ahead of time.

4. Participation Policy - You are expected to participate in class discussions.

5. Web Site - A course site has been established on Blackboard (http://blackboard.ewu.edu/)
The Web site will contain course information, guidelines, the course syllabus (this document),
and information for lectures. If you choose, you may print out the information so that you can
take notes on the handouts during class.

6. WSU guidelines indicate that students are expected to spend 3 hours per week engaged in
learning activities for every credit in which they are enrolled (2 credits X 3 hours = 6 hours of -

- learning activities per week.) Your course schedule has been developed so that it is consistent
with this guideline.

7. Students with disabilities: Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a
documented disability. If you have a disability and may need accommodations to fully participate
in this class, please contact Liz West, Assistant Director of Student Affairs, in Academic Center
130 (liz.west@wsu.edu or 509-358-7534).

Read more:

http://spokane.wsu.edu/students/current/StudentAffairs/disability/disabilitystatement. html#lxzz1
UsmrVidl

EWU students should contact Disability Support Services, 215 Pence Union Bldg., 359-6871. -
Students should then notify the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations
needed for the course.

8. It is one mark of professionalism to express yourself clearly and concisely following the rules
of expression generally accepted by professionals. Therefore, it is required that all assignments
be spell-checked, edited, APA format, printed, and stapled. Handwritten papers will not be
graded. Students are encouraged to take advantage of writing resources, such as the Writing
Center, the onllne writing lab (http://owl.wsu.edu) and/or Gen Ed 302.

9. Academic truth, honesty, and integrity are basic values of WSU. Therefore, if you are
observed cheating on exams or assignments, you will receive a failing grade. Knowingly
facilitating academic dishonesty is also prohibited. This is in accordance with WSU policy (See



WSU Student Handbook.) All assignments and exams are expected to be reflections of
individual per_formance, unless otherwise specified.

Academic dishonesty, including inappropriate collaboration, will not be tolerated. There

are severe sanctions for cheating, plagiarizing and any other form of dishonesty.

ASHA KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS OUTCOMES: This course addresses the following
knowledge outcomes from the Knowledge and Skills Acquisition (KASA) form:

This course addresses the following knowledge outcomes from the Knowledge and
Skills Acquisition (KASA) form:

1-C:

19.

20.

25.
26.
27.
28.
20.

o

40.
41.
49.
50.
51.

52.
53.
54.
55.

Demonstrates knowledge of the etiologies of receptive and expressive
language disorders ‘
Demonstrates knowledge of the characteristics of receptive and
expressive language disorders

Etiologies of cognitive aspects of communication.

Characteristics of cognitive aspects of communication.

Etiologies of social aspects of communication.

Characteristics of social aspects of communication.

Characteristics of communication modalities.

Assessment of receptive and expressive language disorders.
Intervention of receptive and expressive language disorders.
Assessment related to the cognitive aspects of communication.
Intervention related to the cognitive aspects of communication.
Demonstrates knowledge of prevention related to the social aspects of
communication

Assessment related to the social aspects of communication.
Intervention related to the social aspects of communication.
Assessment related to communication modalities.

Intervention related to communication modalities.

Assessment of Knowledge and Skills Outcomes:

ASSESSMENT OF KNOWLEDGE SKILLS OUTCOMES: The examination and any
assignments will also be used to assess mastery of KASA knowledge outcomes. The following
table summarizes which outcomes will be evaluated through the various assessment tools.

Form of Assessment Outcomes Addressed Successful Performance

Results in:

Examinations

19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28, Met
29, 40, 41, 49, 50, 51,
52,53, 54,55

Presentations/Projects 41, 49, 50, 51,52,53, 54, Met




55

A judgment of “met” is the final outcome in this class. Successful performance for all
appropriate outcomes is defined as a minimum of 80% on all of the various assessment tools.
Performance below these minimum standards '
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Autism Spectrum Disorder

SHS 545

Instructor: Teresa A. Cardon, PhD CCC-SLP

Day/Time: Tuesday 1:00-2:50

Room: ‘

Email: Teresa.cardon@wsu.edu

Office Location: 125U

Office Phone: 358-7590

Office Hours: Tuesday & Wednesday 12:00-1:00 or by appointment

*The instructor reserves the right to modify and change this syllabus at any time. Any changes
and/or modifications will be discussed in class and an updated syllabus will be posted on
Blackboard. Thank you for your understanding.

Required Readings

Readings are listed below. A link to online content appears below if applicable. For some
readings, a PDF will be posted on Blackboard.

Method of Instruction
Discussion, Presentations, & Practice

Course Overview

The purpose of this course is to provide students with an overview of the characteristics of
students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). The course will include a discussion of the
definition, etiology, and characteristics of ASD. Students will be introduced to current research
regarding identification, diagnosis, intervention, and educational programming for this
population. After completing this course, the student will be able to:
1. Describe the characteristics of children with ASD.
2. Identify and describe the American Speech Language and Hearing Association
guidelines for assessment and intervention for children with ASD
3. ldentify and describe the empirically-validated approaches available for:
a. Teaching communication skills to children with autism
b. Facilitating social interactions for children with autism
c. Providing behavior supports for children with autism
4. Describe recommended practices for promoting competence in all developmental
domains for children with autism
5. ldentify, summarize and discuss current research relevant to children with ASD
6. ldentify different types of Single Case Design that may be utilized when conducting
autism research or when working with children on the autism spectrum.



Final Grades Based On Percentage of 200 Points

A  =94-100%
A- =90-93
B+ =87-89
B =84-86

- =80-83
C+ =77-79
C =74-77
C- =70-73
D =60-69

F = anything below 59

Class Sessions

CLASS | DATE CLASS TOPIC

ASSIGNED READING

11 8/23 Syllabus and Course

8/24 | Overview
Myths
History of Autism
. DSM IV
2 8/30 Introduction to Autism PBS Autism Now: Part 1-2 ‘
8/31 Associated Factors http://www.pbs.org/newshour/news/autism/
Causes Reflection Paper (5pts)
Theory of Mind :
3 9/6 Early Identification PBS Autism Now: Part 3-4
9/7 http://www.pbs.org/newshour/news/autism/
Reflection Paper (5pts)
4 9/13 Autism Diagnostic
‘ 9/14 Instruments
5 9/20 ASHA Guidelines ASHA Autism Guidelines (2006)
9/21 Communication Guideline Outline (10 pts)

Development

Link below

6 9127 Communication Temple Grandin Movie —
: 9/28 Development Reflection Paper (10pts — 2 pages! To give
(Cont.) everyone time to view the movie — this isn’t due
until 10/26) )
7 10/4 Exam #1
-1 10/5
8 10/11 The science of Applied

10/12 Behavior Analysis as it
pertains to Autism




Dyches, T., Wilder, L., Sudweeks, R., Obiakor, F., Algozzine, B. (2004). Multicultural issues in
autism. Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 34(2), 211-222.

Warren, A. McPheeters, M., Sathe, N., Foss-Feig, J., Glasser, A. Veenstra-VanderWeele, J.
(2011) A systematic review of early intensive intervention for autism spectrum disorders.
Pediatrics, 127(5) 1301-1311.

Online — non-required text book: National Research Council (2001). ’Educating Children with
Autism. Committee on Educational Interventions for Children with Autism. Washington, DC:
National Academy Press. http://books.nap.edu/openbook.php?isbn=0309072697

Class Exgectatlon
1. Attendance Policy - Please be aware that attendance is important to get information that you

will need for exams and your presentation. If you are going to be absent please let me know in
advance via e-mail or phone message.

2. Late Assignment Policy — If you turn in an assignment late, your grade will be reduced by
10% every day the assignment is late. If you know you are going to miss a session when an
assignment is due — be sure to upload your assignment to Blackboard ahead of time!

3. Make-up Exam Policy — Make-up exams will be offered only in extreme circumstances and
must be discussed with me ahead of time. .

4. Participation Policy - You are expected to participate in class discussions.

5. Web Site - A course site has been established on Blackboard (http://blackboard.ewu.edu/)
The Web site will contain course information, guidelines, the course syllabus (this document),
and information for lectures. If you choose, you may print out the information so that you can
take notes on the handouts during class.

6. WSU guidelines indicate that students are expected to spend 3 hours per week engaged in
learning activities for every credit in which they are enrolled (2 credits X 3 hours = 6 hours of
learning activities per week.) Your course schedule has been developed so that it is consistent
with this guideline. '

7. Students with disabilities: Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a
documented disability. If you have a disability and may need accommodations to fully participate
in this class, please contact Liz West, Assistant Director of Student Affairs, in Academic Center
130 (liz.west@wsu.edu or 509-358-7534).

Read more:

http://spokane.wsu. edu/students/current/StudentAffalrs/dlsabllltv/d|sab|htvstatement htmi#ixzz 1
UbmrVial

EWU students should contact Disability Support Services, 215 Pence Union Bldg., 359-6871.
Students should then notify the instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations
needed for the course.

8. It is one mark of professionalism to express yourself clearly and concisely following the rules
of expression generally accepted by professionals. Therefore, it is required that all assignments



ASSESSMENT OF KNOWLEDGE SKILLS OUTCOMES: The examination and any
assignments will also be used to assess mastery of KASA knowledge outcomes. The following
table summarizes which outcomes will be evaluated through the various assessment tools.

Form of Assessment Outcomes Addressed Successful Performance
: Results in:
Examinations 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 28, Met
29,40, 41, 49, 50, 51,
52,53, 54, 55
Presentations/Projects 41, 49, 50, 51,52,53, 54, Met
55

A judgment of “met” is the final outcome in this class. Successful performance for all
appropriate outcomes is defined as a minimum of 80% on all of the various assessment tools.
Performance below these minimum standards

CAMPUS SAFETY: Washington State University is committed to maintaining a safe
environment for students, staff, and facuity.

e The WSU Spokane Safety Plan can be found at
http://spokane.safetyplan.wsu.edu.

e The communications portion of the safety plan is located at
http://spokane.safetyplan.wsu.edu/communications.

e WSUS emergency management can be found at
http://spokane.wsu.edu/services/Facilities/Safety Security/Emergency.
WSUS Alert page is at http://spokane.wsu.edu/campusalert.

e Crisis Communication Systems (CCS) registration is ZZUsis. Students should
visit this website and update their emergency contact information.




