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Rationale:

Requiring STATS 412 and 512 and AGRI 587 as the M.S. in Agriculture core will ensure that graduates of
the program are consistently prepared with the knowledge necessary to produce their own research as
well as interpret and analyze the research of others. Without these core requirements, graduates of
M.S. in Agriculture have varying levels of skill in understanding and producing academic research. These
skills should be essential for graduates of Master of Science programs.



Thesis Option:

Components of the thesis option (a minimum of 30 credits* is required):
21 hours minimum of graded coursework:

15 hours minimum of graded coursework at the 500-level, which can include 3 hours maximum of
seminar courses; and up to 6 hours maximum in non-graduate graded coursework (300 - 400 level

only)
4 hours minimum of AGRI 700 credit that includes:
Preparation of a formal thesis/research paper (AGRI 700 credits)

= Note that every semester all fu//-time MS in Ag students are réquired to enroll in a minimum of

one credit hour of AGRI 700

= Part-time students are not required to enroll in AGRI 700 every semester but still must meet the

4-credit minimum for a thesis master’s degree

Two-part final exam (requires the student to be registered for 2 credits of AGRI 700 in the term when

the exam is held):
Public seminar where the student presents the results of the research project
Oral exam that focuses on defense of the research project, attended by all committee members

*Thesis-option students must meet the minimum credit requirements for graded (21 credits) and
700-level (4 credits) coursework as well as the 30 credit minimum for the program. The remaining 5
credits needed to reach the 30 credit minimum can be any combination of graded and/or 700-level

coursework as determined by the student and their committee.



Thesis Option with new MS AG Required Core:
Components of the thesis option (a minimum of 30 credits* is required):

= 21 hours minimum of graded coursework:
= MS AG Required Core: (6 credits)
= Stats 512 Statistical Methods in Research Il (3 credits)
= AGRI 587 Research in Agriculture (3 cre'dits)
= 15 hours minimum of graded coursework at the 500-level, which can include 3 hours maximum
of seminar courses; and up to 6 hours maximum in non-graduate graded coursework (300 — 400
level only)
= 4 hours minimum of AGRI 700 credit that includes:
= Preparation of a formal thesis/research paper (AGRI 700 credits)
= Note that every semester all full-time MS in Ag students are required to enroll in a
minimum of one credit hour of AGRI 700
= Part-time students are not required to enroll in AGRI 700 every semester but still must
meet the 4-credit minimum for a thesis master’s degree
= Two-part final exam (requires the student to be registered for 2 credits of AGRI 700 in the term
‘ when the exam is held):
= Public seminar where the student presents the results of the research project
= Oral exam that focuses on defense of the research project, attended by all committee members
= *Thesis-option students must meet the minimum credit requirements for graded (21 credits)
and 700-level (4 credits) coursework as well as the 30 credit minirhum for the program. The
remaining 5 credits needed to reach the 30 credit minimum can be any combination of graded
and/or 700-level coursework as determined by the student and their committee.



Non-Thesis Option:

Components of the non-thesis option (a minimum of 30 credits* is required):
26 hours minimum of graded course work:

17 hours minimum of graded course work at the 500-level, which can include 3 hours maximum of
seminar courses; and up to 9 hours maximum of non-graduate graded course work credit (300 -

400 level only)
4 hours minimum of AGRI 702 that includes:
Independent project and paper (AGRI 702 credits)

= Note that every semester all full-time MS in Ag students are require'd to enroll in @ minimum of

one credit hour of AGRI 702 credit

= Part-time students are not required to enroll in AGRI 702 every semester but still must meet the

4-credit minimum for a non-thesis master’s degree

Comprehensive written exam. This is a four-hour written examination during which the student
answers questions related to their discipline without the aid of notes, books or other reference
materials. Content questions are developed by the student’s graduate committee and will vary by
p}ogram and coursework focus. Students must pass the comprehensive exam to be qualified to take

the final exam.

Two-part final exam (requires the student to be registered for 2 credits of AGRI 702 in the term in
which the exam is held):
An oral presentation to the student’s graduate committee covering the projects and materials

developed during both practicum (AGRI 501, if taken) and research credits (AGRI 702),

An oral exam following the oral presentation that allows committee members to further explore issues

related to the ‘presentation, independent project, comprehensive written exam, and/or course content.



Non-Thesis Option with new MS AG Required Core:
Components of the non-thesis option (a minimum of 30 credits* is required):

=« 26 hours minimum of graded course work:
= MS AG Required Core: (6 credits)
=  Stats 412 Statistical Methods in Research [ (3 credits)
= AGRI 587 Research in Agriculture (3 credits)
= 17 hours minimum of graded course work at the 500-level, which can include 3 hours maximum
of seminar courses; and up to 9 hours maximum of non-graduate graded course work credit
(300 - 400 level only)
= 4 hours minimum of AGRI 702 that includes:
= |ndependent project and paper (AGRI 702 credits)
= Note that every semester all full-time MS in Ag students are required to enroll in a
minimum of one credit hour of AGRI 702 credit :
= Part-time students are not required to enroll in AGRI 702 every semester but still must
meet the 4-credit minimum for a non-thesis master’s degree
= Comprehensive written exam. This is a four-hour written examination during which the student
answers questions related to their discipline without the aid of notes, books or other reference
" materials. Content questions are developed by the student’s graduate committee and will vary
by program and coursework focus. Students must pass the comprehensive exam to be qualified
to take the final exam. ’
= Two-part final exam (requires the student to be registered for 2 credits of AGRI 702 in the term
in which the exam is held):
= An oral presentation to the student’s graduate committee covering the projects and materials
developed during both practicum (AGRI 501, if taken) and research credits (AGRI 702),
= Anoral exam following the oral presentation that allows committee members to further explore
issues related to the presentation, independent project, comprehensive written exam, and/or
course content.



