Washington State University
MAJOR CHANGE FORM - REQUIREMENTS

NOTE: If proposing a new program (degree) or extending, moving, consolidating, eliminating or renaming an existing program
(degree), these proposals must first go through the Provost’s Office review process. Please do not use this form. Please contact the
Provost’s Office for directions on processing program (degree) proposals.

SUBMITTING PROPOSAL — Follow the steps on form, then: )
= Submit one electronic copy of complete packet of signed form/rationale statement/supporting documentation and/or
edits to wsu.curriculum@wsu.edu.
5 Send the original stapled packet PLUS 10 stapled copies of packet to the Registrar’s Office, campus mail code 1035.

Department Name Entomology

1. Check proposed changes:

O New Plan (Major) in cwpg_ .
Change name of Plan (Major) from to

Revise certification requirements for the Plan (Major) in
Revise Plan (Major) requirements iz PhD in Entomology
Drop Plan (Major) in

New Sub-Plan (Option) in CIP# .
Change name of Sub-Plan (Option) from to

Revise requirements for the Sub-Plan (Option) in
Drop Sub-Plan (Option) in

New Minor in CIP# .
Change name of Minor from i to

Revise Minor requirements in

Drop Minor in

New Certificate in A CIP#__.
Change name of Certificate from to

Revise Certificate requirements in
Drop Certificate in

O Other

O0O00O0 OO0O0OO0O OO0O00 OO0

2. Effective Date: Fall2015 (Requirement changes are effective for following fall terms.) Submission deadline is Oct I
NOTE: Items received after deadlines may be put to the back of the line or forwarded to the following year. Please submit on time.

Contact: Dr. Walter S. Sheppard Phone number: (509) 335-0481
Email: shepp@wsu.edu Campus mail code: 8382

3. PLEASE ATTACH A RATIONALE STATEMENT giving the reasons for each request marked above, and
explaining how this impacts other units in Pullman and other campuses (if applicable).

4. PROVIDE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION AND/QOR CURRENT CATALOG COPY with edit marks
showing requested changes.

5. SW&? APPRO
0

Chair Signature/@e

CSC Date

Chair Signature/date Dean Signature/date AAC or GSC Date Senate Date

*See attached email conversation recommending the requested eftective date be honored
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WASHINGTON STATE | Walter S. Sheppard

Professor and Chair

m UN IVLRSI'I’Y ‘ Department of Entomology
E. 4 Pullman, WA 99164-6382
shepp@wsu.edu
Voice: 509-335-0481; Fax: 509-335-1009
MEMORANDUM
TO: Faculty Senate

FROM: Walter S. Sheppard, Department of Entomology
DATE: January 23, 2015
SUBJECT: Change in Entomology PhD credits from 34 to 15

Following feedback from our curriculum committee and from administration, we present below a
revised version of our earlier proposal.

I am writing on behalf of the Department of Entomology to request a change in our PhD course
requirement such that a minimum of 15 credits of graded graduate (500-level) coursework is
needed for graduation. Our entire faculty voted on this change at our faculty retreat this past
August, and support was unanimous. The department strongly feels that adjusting our credit
requirement will aid in the recruitment of top graduate students, who increasingly realize that
research needs to be the focus of their dissertation work. A more sensible course requirement
will also make it easier for students working with faculty at R&E centers to complete their
coursework in their first two or three semesters. This will allow these students to transition
quickly to their research projects based at the R&E centers, improving the overall quality of their
graduate experience. Overall, we anticipate this change will lead to larger graduate student
enrollment and timely graduation rates for all of our students.

Our PhD students most often arrive with substantial background in the core Entomology
coursework, completed during the pursuit of their undergraduate and/or M.S. Entomology
degrees. In an increasingly competitive job market, we have found that our most successful
graduate students are those that publish early and often. This makes it ever more important that
those students that enter our program with a strong background in entomology, through
coursework already completed during entomology undergrad or M.S. programs, have the
flexibility to move as quickly as possible into a focus on their research. The required course load
described in our proposal ensures that most students will be able to complete their coursework in
core areas of entomology by the end of their second semester, allowing them to transition to a
focus on research and journal-article preparation early in their program.

Occasionally, our department does admit students with an undergraduate degree in a subject
other than Entomology and without an M.S. In these cases the student will take more than 15
credits of graduate coursework, as prescribed by their committee to fill gaps in course training.
That is, the 15-credit limit will serve as the minimum requirement for those advanced students
whose backgrounds in Entomology are strong, rather than an upper ceiling for all PhD students.




Grant competitions are becoming increasingly competitive and, whatever their career choice,
students must excel at writing compelling justifications for their research. The adjusted course
load will allow our PhD students to devote appropriate attention to our new requirement that all
PhD students write and submit a competitive grant proposal. These proposals must pass the
scrutiny of their graduate committee before being sent to the agency. Typical venues for these
submissions are NSF-DDIG, USDA-WSARE or NIFA graduate awards, etc. This provides
training in one of the most important real-world skills that all newly minted PhDs must possess.

The core of our PhD curriculum includes Insect Physiology (ENTOM 550, 3 credits), Insect
Taxonomy (ENTOM 539, 4 credits), Graduate Seminar (ENTOM 593 or suitable equivalent in
another department, totaling two credits), and fundamental coursework in statistics (STAT 512,
STATS 520, BIOL 572, or suitable equivalent in another department; 3-4 credits). To meet the
new credit requirement, our students will also be expected to fulfill an elective requirement (3
credits minimum) in an area of their choice or as prescribed by their- graduate committee. Our
students have broad interests such that this elective requirement could be fulfilled by the
following Entomology graduate courses that are offered within our department at WSU: Applied
Entomology and Toxicology (ENTOM 556, 1 credit; ENTOM 557, 1 credit; ENTOM 558, 1
credit) or Agricultural/Chemical Technology (ENTOM 555). Additional options to fulfill the
elective requirement include courses outside of the department, including courses in in advanced
statistics/modeling (e.g., Mathematical Genetics, BIOL 566); molecular biology/genomics (e.g.,
Advanced Crop Physiology, HORT 516); applied entoimology (e.g., Agricultural Chemical
Technology, ENTOM 555; Insect Identification, ENTOM 540, 4 credits (UI course); or Ecology
(e.g., ENTOM 541, 3 credits (UI course); Community Ecology, BIO 562; Ecology of Disease,
VM 501). Current PhD students will be given the option of completing their program using the
prior degree requirements, or opting for the 15-credit requirement.

The sighed Major Change Form accompanies this memo.



From: WSU.Curriculum wsu.curriculum@wsu.edu

Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 10:46am

To: Carris, Lori Marie <carris@wsu.edu>; Rarig, Anastasia Jensein
anastasia.grummel@email.wsu.edu

Subject: RE: Entomology PhD Program Change in Requirement Proposal

No problem. If the Graduate School would like to honor a retroactive effective date for Fall 2015,
we just need to know for our records.

When a department presents paperwork after the deadline for an effective date (for Fall 2015
the deadline was Oct 1 2014), we change the effective date to next possible future effective
date, in this case fall 2016. You can see why. This one will not be done before the start of the
semester in which they want the changes effective.

Thanks.

Sincerely,

Barb
WSU Curriculum

Important: This communication may contain privileged, non-public or other confidential information. If you have
received it in error, please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments
without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you.

From: Carris, Lori Marie

Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 10:14 AM

To: WSU.Curriculum; Anastasia Rarig (anastasia.grummel@email.wsu.edu)
Subject: RE: Entomology PhD Program Change in Requirement Proposal

Barb.

The effective date on the document is listed as Fall 2015 and the program has asked for it to be
approved retroactively if possible. Does this present a problem?

Lori

Dr. Lori M. Carris

Associate Dean, Graduate School
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164

Email: carris@wsu.edu
Phone: 509-335-7008
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From: WSU.Curriculum

Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 10:04 AM

To: Carris, Lori Marie; Anastasia Rarig (anastasia.grummel@email.wsu.edu)
Subject: RE: Entomology PhD Program Change in Requirement Proposal

Hi Ana and Lori,

Let me know if the effective date is actually changing to Fall 2015 so | can update my records.
Thanks. [CSC #272].

Sincerely,

Barb
WSU Curriculum

Important: This communication may contain privileged, non-public or other confidential information. If you have
received it in error, please advise the sender by reply email and immediately delete the message and any attachments
without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you.

From: Carris, Lori Marie

Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 9:19 AM

To: Anastasia Rarig (anastasia.grummel@email.wsu.edu)

Cc: WSU.Curriculum; Sturko, Patricia Ann; Sheppard, Walter; Williams, Adam C; Owen, Jeb
Subject: Entomology PhD Program Change in Requirement Proposal

Ana,

Entomology submitted a proposal to reduce the required number of credits for their PhD program to
Faculty Senate in January and the proposal was on the GSC agenda as a discussion item for the last
meeting of the Spring Semester (April 7). The proposal should be voted on at the September 15 GSC
meeting, and if approved, would then go to Faculty Senate as a discussion item (September 24) and then
as an action item (October 8). The program has requested a Fall 2015 effective date for the change in
credits. We will need to follow up on this request in the Fall.  Will you please attach this email to the
proposal as a reminder?

Thank you,

Lori

Dr. Lori M. Carris

Associate Dean, Graduate School
Washington State University
Pullman, WA 99164

Email: carris@wsu.edu
Phone: 509-335-7008
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