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WASHINGTON STATE
@ UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF NURSING

DNP-FNP CURRICULUM
CURRENT & PROPOSED
Fall 2014

The Family Nurse Practitioner faculty are committed to offering a curriculum that:

Is outcome driven, with outcomes derived from the AACN Essentials for Doctoral Education and the NONPF Criteria
for NP Programs (both the 2012 NONPF* Core Competencies and the 2013 NONPF Population-Focused Competencies)
Has a primary focus on a lifecourse approach as now required by NONPF

Integrates pediatric, adult, and elder content through each course, with the retention of some specialty focus on the
care of infants-children-adolescents and older adults in two courses

Focuses on the development of outcomes statements for each course that fit well with NP competencies and
program outcome statements. Identify teaching strategies and evaluation methods for each outcomes
statement/competency

Considers the ‘content list’ that comes from AANP and is covered on certification exam

To this end, changes in course offerings are planned to reflect the current standards (named above). Faculty have met to
describe student learning outcomes, focus, and content related to a set of new courses to replace the present paired didactic-
clinical courses in the FNP track (NURS 567, 568, 569) and to recommend other adjustments in the DNP-FNP curriculum, in
keeping with national standards and accreditation requirements.

Rationale for proposed curriculum change:

e Nationally, the National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculty (NONPF), the body that supports the work of the
AACN, released new competencies in July 2013. The FNP faculty responded to the release of these new competencies by
organization a Curriculum Sub-Committee of the FNP Faculty Committee. This committee has worked over the past year
to identify the need for extensive curriculum revision that will present a rigorous, comprehensive program that reflects
nationally established practice competencies, better aligns course content with credit load, and helps to ensure the

development of workforce ready graduates.

1

*NONPF = National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties, member organization (with the American Association of College of
Nursing) of the National Task Force on Nurse Practitioner Education (NTF)



DNP-FNP CURRICULUM: CURRENT & PROPOSED
Fall 2014

With the implementation of the proposed curriculum, the DNP-FNP faculty expects the program to better represent the current
FNP profession, to increase the required minimum number of clinical hours and to allow our alums from the original adult
program to take coursework with us for updated certification.

Doctor of Nursing Practice Program
Family Nurse Practitioner Track
Present Curriculum Proposed Curriculum
Course Credits & Focus/Content Course Credits & Proposed Title Proposed Focus/Content
Hours Hours
introduction to the
selection, and
. . . Essential Procedures for m.terpret.atlon of
570 2 Diagnostic reasoning 508 2 . . diagnostic tests, and
Primary Care Practice .
performance of minor
procedures for primary
care practice.
Prepares FNP students to
573 2 Rational Prescribing 573 3 Rational Prescribing effectively and safely
prescribe medications
Provides a primary care
framework for
Diagnostic Reasoning & C(?n'ductmg systematic
. . . o clinical encounters,
Diagnostic Testing & 3 Clinical Management : . .
>75 3 Interpretation 509 Theor of Common Problems developing differential
nterp y ) ; diagnoses, and planning
in Primary Care care for individuals and
families.
4 Primary care approaches
_ . 3 Primary Care I: Health to health promotion,
567 Tf?e‘ory =1 | Family, Adults, & Elders )13 Theory Promotion disease prevention, risk
Clinical = 3 reduction, and disease




DNP-FNP CURRICULUM: CURRENT & PROPOSED

Fall 2014
Doctor of Nursing Practice Program
Family Nurse Practitioner Track
Present Curriculum Proposed Curriculum
Course Credits & Focus/Content Course Credits & Proposed Title Proposed Focus/Content
Hours Hours
(135) detection for individuals
and families across the
lifespan.
Primary care practicum
4 experience focused on
Theory =1 | Family, Infants, Children, & . 2. Primary Care Practicum h.ealth promotlgn,
568 .. 514 Clinical disease prevention, and
Clinical =3 | Adolescents I . .
(120) disease detection across
(135) the lifespan in primary
health care.
Primary care approaches
to the assessment,
4 diagnosis, and
Theory =1 | Family, Women’s Health, 3 Primary Care ll: Acute fnap?gement of s
569 Clinical =3 | Men’s Health, Obstetrics >15 Theory Health Conditions individuals and families
- ’ across the lifespan with
(135) common acute
conditions.
Primary care clinical
5 practicum that focuses
- Primary Care Practicum on caring for individuals
516 Clinical -
1 and families across the
(120) lifespan with common,
acute health conditions.
3 Primary Care lll: Chronic | Synthesis of clinical
>3/ Theory and Complex Health management




DNP-FNP CURRICULUM: CURRENT & PROPOSED

Fall 2014
Doctor of Nursing Practice Program
Family Nurse Practitioner Track
Present Curriculum Proposed Curriculum
Course Credits & Focus/Content Course Credits & Proposed Title Proposed Focus/Content
Hours Hours
Conditions approaches for care of
individuals with chronic
and complex conditions
across the lifespan and
their families.

Primary care practicum
experience focused on
caring for individuals and

2 . . families with complex
538 Clinical Primary Care Practicum and chronic healtf?
1 o
(120) conditions across the
lifespan.
5 4 Internship: Practicumin
595 Clinical Internship 540 Clinical Advancing the Primary
(225) : (240) Care Role
27 credits
(in addition, students will complete
24 credits 9 credits of scientific foundations in
Theory =10 pathophysiology, pharmacology,
Total .. .
Clinical =14 and physical assessment)
630 hours Theory =20
Clinical =10
600 hours




