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Degree Name Change Justification — PhD Zoology to PhD Biology

In the spring of 2012, the School of Biological Sciences faculty voted unanimously to change the
name of the Ph.D. graduate degree in Zoology to a PhD in Biology. In the past decades, the
Biological Sciences have become increasingly interdisciplinary and have moved away from
organism-centric approaches. As such, the contemporary biosciences are no longer defined by
classical and historical divisions between animals, plants, and microbes. Inquiry at individual
levels of biological organization such as genes, organisms and populations has been replaced by
integrative science and inquiry that requires knowledge at all levels. Thus, a degree in “Zoology”
therefore no longer reflects the training that our students receive in SBS.

We propose to change the degree name from “Zoology™ to “Biology” o reflect the integrative
training that students now receive. While a large part of training in SBS involves the “study of
animals” (Zoology) the research expertise of our faculty and thereby the training of our graduate
students goes well beyond the narrow boundaries set by this nomenclature. In addition, a search
of the 71 Universities comprising the list of American Association of Universities (AAUS) and
WSU’s peer institutions showed that only 3 of these schools offered degrees in Zoology. Of the
remainder, the most commonly offered degrees were in Biology, FEB (ecology, evolution and
behavior or an analog) and Plant Biology:.

Thus, modernizing our degree name will make us more competitive for graduate recruitment.
When using search engines for graduate programs (e.g. www.stateuniversity,com,
www.aradschools.com, www.princetonreview.com) it was found that students search for
“Biology” 3 times as often as “Zoology” when exploring graduate degree programs. In addition
to the fact that a degree name change from Zoology to Biology will increase the visibility of our
graduate program, it will also allow graduates more flexibility.

Students currently enrolled in the PhD in Zoology program will be given the option to complete
their program under the previous program name (i.e., Zoology) or switch to the new degree
name (i.e., Biology). Curriculum Requirements for the PhD in Biology will remain unchanged
from the previous revisions that referred to a PhD in Zoology which was approved by the faculty

senate in 201 1.



