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DATE:
January 23, 2015
TO:

Academic Program 
FROM:
Bidisha Mandal, Associate Professor, School of Economic Sciences
SUBJECT:
New Course Number Request for PhD Course, Currently EconS 521 
Proposed Course Title: Mathematics Primer for Economists
Course Description: The goal of the course is to provide an intensive overview of the essential mathematical tools needed for graduate study in topics of economic sciences.  The course will help entering PhD students prepare for the rigorous Microeconomic Theory, Macroeconomic Theory, and Quantitative Methods curricula.   
Course Syllabus: Enclosed.

Justification:  This course has been taught since 2008 under temporary course # EconS 521.  Student evaluations show that they consider the topics covered in the course to be indispensable in graduate education.  The material covered in this course complements the material covered in the other three core courses in the first year PhD program – Microeconomics Theory, Macroeconomics Theory, and Quantitative Methods.  Mastery in core mathematics principles for economists is an essential part of the PhD program. 
Course Delivery Schedule: The course will be delivered every Fall semester.  Since its conception in 2008 two instructors have been co-teaching this course.  We expect this to continue.  The instructors for this course will be drawn from SES’s full-time faculty members.  Bidisha Mandal has taught the first part of the course (between 50% - 75% of the total material depending on her teaching appointment) since 2008.  The second part has been taught by Jeffrey Lafrance, Jia Yan, and Mark Gibson. 
Marketing Plan: The course is required for all incoming SES PhD student.  We anticipate a student enrollment number between 10 and 30 in each year.  The course will be advertised in the university course catalog.
Impact on the SES Resource:  There will be no impact on the SES resources due to changing the course number.

Funding Model:  This is a required course for all incoming SES PhD students. Thus, we plan to use faculty on permanent budget in teaching the course. 
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